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Launch of New ARRL Web Site 
Delayed to "Get it Right"  

 

   After meeting with ARRL staff on February 23 -- two days before the new 
ARRL Web site was to launch -- ARRL Chief Operating Officer Harold Kramer, 

WJ1B, made the decision to delay the unveiling of the Web site until late 
March. "Work on the new ARRL Web site has progressed at a frantic pace but 

there are still some potential 'bugs' that could affect members. We need to be 

sure we get it right," Kramer said. "Our members' security, information and 
ability to actually use of all the options on the new site ou tweigh any rush to 

meet an artificial deadline. It's just good customer service."  
 

  
    

   The new Web site -- which will contain the online store, class registrations, 
audio, video, DXCC information, contest data, individualized member options 

and other 21st century opportunities for members -- is one of the largest 

technology upgrade activities that ARRL and Fathom, the company 
programming the site, have ever undertaken. "Reviewers have been 

unanimously impressed and are helping make sure we create the easiest, 
most enjoyable online experience possible," Kramer explained. 

   According to ARRL Media and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, 

the current ARRL Web site is not only used by ARRL members, but is a prime 
reference source for engineers, hams and wireless technicians around the 

world, making it the premier place to find information about Amateur Radio, 
its activities and the sciences behind it. "The Web is our main face to the 

world, and the new Web site will be fantastic," he said. "Althoug h we all 
regret the delay, I believe our members will appreciate our diligence about the 

ease of use, security and navigation for the new site."  

 
   The Egyptian Radio Club Webmaster understands this action completely.  It 

is very difficult to design a n I nternet web site that will display the same on 
different browsers and have links to other pages that work 100% every time.  

Mr. Bill Dusenbery, N9OQK, not only is our club president; but serves as our 

webmaster.  Bill has done an admirable job as webmaster with our recently 
designed W9AIU.org website. 

 



E.R.C. 
CALENDAR 

 
TWO METER NET ̧ 146.76  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  
 
 

Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
 

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month   
6:30 PM April 4 , 2010 

 

MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday after membership  
meeting :  April  8, 2010 
 
EGYPTIANFEST 2010 
June 13, 2010   
Larry, WA9KJV -Chairman  
Make your plans to attend.  
 
Field day 2010  
June 26 -27, 2010  
 
BUBBA½S REDNECK ANTENNA 
contest  
May 22, 2010  
 

Send submissions for the 
Podunk hollow news to 

w.l.wise@mindspring.com  

 

 
 

 
 

Post Office Box  562  
Granite City, I llinois 62040  
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WALLY½S  wonderings  

 

   Due to the complaints WA9BRQ has heard on the repeater about the 
rebroadcast of Amateur Radio Newsline during the Tuesday night net; that 

action has been discontinued.  Those interested in hearing Newsline should 
contact WA9BRQ and an alternate time and possibly frequency may be setup 

specifically for the rebroadcast of Newsline. 
 

   
 

   Certificates and cards for those contacting W9AIU on the 80th birthday cele-

bration of the Egyptian Radio Club have been made and are being distributed 
now.   

          
 
Club members wishing a copy for their personal archives may contact 

WA9BRQ or NØRSP for their own copy.  
 

 

 
   After forgetting the article for two months straight, I finally have it in print.  

Fred McCauley, N9PPM, has been experimenting with vertical antennas for ten 
meters and attempting to get signal gain by using two IMAX 2000 verticals 

and phasing them by adjusting coax length.  This is a ñwork in progressò and 

Fred is on his second or third configuration at this time.  His first configuration 
is chronicled on page 3 of this issue.  Apologies to Fred. 

 
 

 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only  
Heil Headsets and Microphones.  

mailto:w.l.wise@mindspring.com


 

TWIN TEN METER VERTICALS  
BY Fred  McCauley, N9PPM

                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                       
ă--------------------------- - ---- 16 feet ----- ------------------------- - -Ą 
                                 EQUAL LENGTH                                                                   EQUAL LENGTH  

 
 
 

             
 

                                                                                TRANSCEIVER 
 

 

 
   I have constructed an antenna based on an old idea of using two verticals on ten meters.  As net control on t en meters 

for the Egyptian Radio Club Chapter of the 10-10 net, I  needed to add a vertical antenna to my system to take advantage 

of the better ground-wave performance of a vertically polarized antenna over a horizontally polarized antenna. 
 

   I use two 5/ 8 wave Imax 2000 verticals that are ½ wave length above the ground that are tuned to 28.420 MHz, the 
ERC net frequency.   They are spaced ½ wavelength apart.  The 5/8 wave antennas should work very well with con -

siderable gain over a ¼ wave antenna.  
 

   The two verticals are 17ô 6ò from the ground to their bottom and  are spaced 16ô apart.  All heights need to be carefully 

cut to the correct 5/8  wave length.  The coax feeding them also needs to be cut to exact length.    
 

   The verticals are oriented in a northeast and southwest alignment.   This will yield best results with a broadside figure 8 
radiation pattern for best coverage of the areas nee ded and for the greatest distance.  

 

   I have an antenna switch to feed #1 vertical or #2 vertical or both verticals together.  Switching between the different 
configurations allows better coverage in all directions without waiting for a rotator to swing a round to the desired 

direction.  The configuration also allows for better reception from directions that would be ñoff the backò of a rotatable 
beam antenna.  

 
   I hope this gives others an idea for their antenna systems.   It is simple in design and easy to build. Use the latest ARRL 

antenna book for calculating exact measurements of coax lengths and switching diagrams. 
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Antenna Builders  
Information from KC9IXO, Dennis Miller 

 

LOCATION  
SWIC  

2500 Carlyle Ave, Room 1380  
Belleville, IL.  

 

DATES:                                                                           TIMES  
6 Feb, 6 Mar, 3 Apr .                                               10am -4pm  

 

 

LOCATION:  
Pleasant Ridge Park  

 

DATES:                                                              TIMES             
22 May (Redneck Antenna Contest)                        9am -4pm  
             See KC9IXO in full costume, dressed as BUBBA  

 

19 June (Rhombic Antenna Party)                         9am -4pm  
 

24 July                                                                       9am -4pm  
 

28 August                                                                   9am -4pm  
 

25 September                                                            9am-4pm  
(Antenna Builders Guild                                          
Special Event Station)    
 

9 Oct.                                                                          9am -4pm  
 
 
 
 



Firefly Mission  
to Study Terrestrial Gamma -ray Flashes  

Science@NASA  
Submitted by Brent Lee Cameron, N9NJS

 

January 29, 2010:  High-energy bursts of gamma rays 

typically occur far out in space, perhaps near black holes 
or other high-energy cosmic phenomena. So imagine 

scientists' surprise in the mid-1990s when they found 
these powerful gamma ray flashes happening right here 

on Earth, in the skies overhead. 

   They're called Terrestrial Gamma-ray Flashes, or 
TGFs, and very little is known about them. They seem to 

have a connection with lightning, but TGFs themselves 
are something entirely different.  

Above  An artist's concept of TGFs. Credit: NA SA/Robert 
Kilgore  

   "In fact," says Doug Rowland of NASA's Goddard 

Space Flight Center, "before the 1990s nobody knew 
they even existed. And yet they're the most potent 

natural particle accelerators on Earth." 
   Individual particles in a TGF acquire a huge amount of 

energy, sometimes in excess of 20 mega-electron volts 

(MeV). In contrast, the colorful auroras that light up the 
skies at high latitudes are powered by particles with less 

than one thousandth as much energy. 
   At this stage, there are more q uestions about TGFs 

than answers. What causes these high-energy flashes? 
Do they help trigger lightning --or does lightning trigger 

them? Could they be responsible for some of the high-

energy particles in the Van Allen radiation belts, which 
can damage satellites?  

   To investigate, Rowland and his colleagues at GSFC, 
Siena College, Universities Space Research Association, 

and the Hawk Institute for Space Sciences are planning 

to launch an NSF-funded*  satellite called Firefly in 2010 
or 2011. Because of its small size, similar to a football, 

Firefly will cost less than $1 million ð about 100 times 
cheaper than what full -sized satellite missions normally 

cost. Part of the cost savings comes from  

 

launching Firefly under the National Science Found-

ation's  CubeSat program, which launches small sate-
llites as "stowaways" aboard rockets carrying larger 

satellites into space, rather than requiring dedicated 
rocket launches. 
Below: An artist's concept of Firefly on the lookout for TGFs 
above a thunderstorm. Firefly will make simultaneous 
measurements of energetic electrons, gamma rays, and the 
radio and optical signatures of the lightning discharge.   

 
   If successful, Firefly will return the first simultaneous 
measurements of TGFs and lightning. Most of what's 

known about TGFs to date has been learned from 

missions meant to observe gamma rays coming from 
deep space, such as NASA's Compton Gamma Ray 

Observatory, which discovered TGFs in 1994. As it 
stared out into space, Compton caught fleeting glimpses 

of gamma rays out of the corner of its eye, so to speak. 

The powerful flashes were coming--surprise!--from 
Earth's atmosphere. 

   Subsequent data from Compton and other space 
telescopes have provided a tantalizingly incomplete 

picture of how TGFs occur: 
   In the s kies above a thunderstorm, powerful electric 

fields generated by the storm stretch upward for many 

miles into the upper atmosphere. These electric fields 
accelerate free electrons, whisking them to speeds 

approaching the speed of light. When these ultra -high 
speed electrons collide with molecules in the air, the 

collisions release high-energy gamma rays as well as 

more electrons, setting up a cascade of collisions and 
perhaps more TGFs. 

   To the eye, a TGF probably wouldn't look like much. 
Unlike lightning, most of a TGF's energy is released as 

invisible gamma rays, not visible light. They don't 

produce  colorful  bursts  of  light  like  sprites and other 
lightning-related phenomena. Nevertheless, these un-

seen eruptions could help explain why brilliant li ghtning 
strikes occur. 

   A longstanding mystery about lightning is how a strike 
gets started. Scientists know that the turbulence inside 
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http://firefly.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2010/images/firefly/slide2_firefly.jpg


thundercloud separates electric charge, building up 

enormous voltages. But the voltage needed to ionize air 
and generate a spark is about 10 times greater than the 

voltage typically found inside storm clouds. 
   "We know how the clouds charge up," Rowland says, 

"we just don't know how they discharge. That is the 

mystery." 

 
Above: Doug Rowland, principal investigator for Firefly stands 
next to the a life -sized model of the tiny satellite. Credit: 
NASA/Pat Izzo  

   TGFs could provide that spark. By generating a quick 

burst of electron flow, TGFs might help lightning strikes 
get started, Rowland suggests. "Perhaps this 

phenomenon is why we have lightning," he says.  
   If so, there ought to be many more TGFs each day 

than currently known. Observations by Compton and 

other space telescopes indicate that there may be fewer 
than 100 TGFs worldwide each day. Lightning strikes 

millions of times per day worldwide. That's quite a gap.  
   Then again, Compton and other space telescopes 

before Firefly weren't actually looking for TGFs. So 

coming from the atmosphere, not space, conducting the 
first focused survey of TGF activity. Firefly's sensors will 

even be able to detect flashes that are mostly obscured 
by the intervening air, which is a strong absorber o f 

gamma rays (a fact that protects people on the ground 

from the energy in these flashes). Firefly's survey will 
give scientists much better estimates of the number of 

TGFs worldwide and help determine if the link to 
lightning is real.  

   Stay tuned to Science@NASA for updates. 

 

 
 
PAGE 6 

QST DE KA9QPN  

 
   I would like to direct your attention to newly 

introduced Illinois HB5761. This bill amends the recently 
adopted anti-texting law to provide an exception for 

persons in possession of a current and valid Amateur 

Radio license issued by the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

   The definition of 'mobile communications devices' is so 
broad in the law as written that it could be interpreted 

to take in just about any contraption which could be 

carried or mounted in a vehicle to convey information. I 
pointed this out in the News l ast month. The change is 

necessary to lessen our chances of being victimized by 
uninformed enforcement. To a police officer, a 

microphone in the hand is undistinguishable from a cell 
phone at fifty yards away through normally tinted 

windows.  

   NEITHER I NOR THE LEAGUE ADVOCATE MOBILE 
TEXTING OR DISTRACTED DRIVING. 

   You are urged to contact your State Representative 
asking him or her to join with Rep. John Bradley as a co-

sponsor of this bill. When you do contact your 

representative, please remember that we aren't entitled 
to any preferential treatment. Emphasize that amateurs 

have a long history of being able to use their equipment 
without distraction, and the law as currently written 

places an unnecessary limit on our ability to provide 
supplementary emergency communications. Be clear, 

concise and do not demand or insist. Politely ask. Say 

please and thank you. I apologize if some of this sounds 
basic and patronizing, but you'd be amazed at some of 

the correspondence to legislators on which I'm copied.  
   Many thanks to those who have already responded. 

 
   Additionally, there is another radio related bill 
circulating, HB5194. 

   This prevents rebroadcast or retransmission of any 

signals carried on the State Police radio system. This 
does not affect hams directly, but many of us are also 

scannists. HB5194, in my own opinion, is generically bad 
law as it duplicates provisions of the Communications 

Act of 1934 as amended and is therefore unnecessary. I 

have received communication on this bill from concerned 
hams. We don't have an 'official' opinion as it is not our 

ox being directly gored. You may wish to do your own 
due diligence on this matter separately. I'd ask that you 

please not tie the two bills together and to use separate 
correspondence for each if you do comment on both 

bills. 

73-- 
Tom KA9QPN 



The Darwins are out!!!!  
   Yes, it's that magical time of year again when the 

Darwin Awards are bestowed, honoring the least evolved 
among us. 

 

Here is the glorious winner --  
1. When his 38 caliber revolver failed to fire at his 

intended victim during a hold -up in Provo, Utah would-
be robber Jason Ellison did something that can only 

inspire wonder.  He peered down the barrel and tried 
the trigger again. This time it worked.  

 

And now, the hono rable mentions:  
2. The chef at a hotel in Switzerland lost a finger in a 

meat cutting machine and after a little  shopping around, 
submitted a claim to his insurance company.  The 

company suspecting negligence sent out one of its men  

to have a look for himself.  He tried the machine and he 
also lost a finger.  The chef's claim was approved. 

 
3. A man who shoveled snow for an hour to  clear a 

space for his car during a blizzard in Chicago returned 
with his vehicle to find a woman had taken the space. 

Understandably, he shot her. 

 
4. After stopping for drinks at an illegal bar, a Zim -

babwean bus driver found that the 20 mental patients 
he was supposed to be transporting from Harare to 

Bulawayo had escaped.  Not wanting to admit his in-

competence, the driver went  to a nearby bus stop and 
offered everyone waiting there a free  ride. He then 

delivered the passengers to the mental hospital, telling 
the staff that the patients  were very excitable and prone 

to bizarre fantasies.  The deception wasn't discovered 

for 3 days. 
 

5. A teenager was in the hospital recovering from ser-
ious head wounds received from an oncoming train. 

When asked how he received the injuries, the lad told 
police that he was simply trying to see how close he 

could get his head to a moving train b efore he was hit. 

 
6. A man walked into a Louisiana Circle-K, put a $20 bill 

on the counter,  and asked for change.   When the clerk 
opened the cash drawer, the man pulled a  gun and 

asked for all the cash in the register, which the clerk 

promptly provided. The man took the cash from the 
clerk and fled, leaving the $20 bill on the counter. The  

total amount of cash he got from the drawer... $15.   [If 
someone points a gun at you and then gives you money, 

is a crime committed?] 
 

7. Seems an Arkansas guy wanted some beer pretty 

badly...He decided that he'd just throw a cinder block 
through a liquor store window, grab some booze, and 

run. So he lifted the cinder block and  heaved it over his 
head at the window. The cinder block bounced back and 

hit the would-be thief on the head, knocking him un-

conscious.  The liquor store window was made of  Plexi-
glas. The whole event was caught on videotape. 

 
8. As a female shopper exited a South Carolina con-

venience store, a man grabbed her purse and ran. The 

clerk called 911 immediately, and the woman was able 
to give them a detailed  description of the snatcher. 

Within minutes, the police apprehended the  snatcher. 
They put him in the car and  drove back to the store. The 

thief was then taken  out of the car and  told to stand 
there for a positive ID. To which he replied, "Yes, 

officer, that's her.   That's the lady I stole  the purse 

from."  
 

9. The Ann Arbor News crime column reported that a 
man walked into a Burger King in Ypsilanti, Michigan at 

5 A.M., flashed a gun, and demanded cash.  The clerk 

turned him down because he said he couldn't open the 
cash register without a food  order. When the man or-

dered onion rings, the clerk said they weren't available 
for breakfast. The man, frustrated, walked away.   [*A 5 -

STAR STUPIDITY AWARD WINNER] 
 

10. When a man attempted to siphon gasoline from a 

motor home parked on an Atlanta street, he got much 
more than he bargained for.  Police arrived at the scene 

to find  a very sick man curled up next to a motor home  
near spilled sewage.  A police spokesman said that the 

man admitted to trying to steal gasoline, but he p lugged 

his siphon hose into the motor home's sewage tank by 
mistake. The owner of the  vehicle declined to press 

charges, saying that it was the best laugh he'd ever had.  
 

   In the in terest of bettering mankind, please share 

these with friends and family....unless of course one of 
these individuals by chance is a distant relative or long 

lost friend.   In that case, be glad they are distant and  
hope they remain lost. 

 
*** Remember....They walk among us, they vote, and 

they breed!!!***  
 

The above article was submitted by  
K7RMJ  

 

 
 

THE ORIGINAL BUBBA 

 
 

 
 
 

  Frank  BUBBA Shears  
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ARRL Field Day : 2010  
Field Day Packets Now Available  

 
   It's  that time of year again -- time to start gearing up for ARRL Field Day, June 26-
27, 2010! ARRL's flagship op-erating event -- always held the fourth full weekend in 

June -- brings together new and experienced hams for 24 hours of operating fun. 
Field Day packets are now available for download and include the complete rules 

(including changes for 2010), as well as other reference items such as forms, ARRL 
Section abbreviation list, entry submission instructions, a Frequently Asked Questions 

section, guidelines for getting bonus points, instructions for GOTA stations, a kit to 

publicize your event with the local press and more.  

  The above information is from the  website. 

 
 

ñTHE ORIGINAL PODUNK HOLLOW GANGò 

 
 
   From all the information I have been able to gather, this drawing by ñGilò, 
W1CJD,  appeared on the cover of the May 1939 issue of QST and the original 
artwork was sent to the Egyptian Radio Club, Inc. shortly thereafter.  This 
bri ngs us to the conclusion that the Egyptian Radio Club has full rights to 
the title of ñThe Original Podunk Hollow Gangò.  By the way, we do have 
copies of the artwork and the original has been loaned  to the ARRL to hang 
in their lobby.   The original remain s property of the Egyptian Radio C lub.  
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http://www.arrl.org/contests/forms/fd-2010-packet.pdf
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LEWIS & CLARK RADIO CLUB  HAMFEST  

SATURDAY ï APRIL 24, 2010 -   07:00 to NOON  
 

 

LOCATION: "RIVER BEND ARENA"  
LEWIS & CLARK COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

GODFREY, ILLINOIS  
 

LARGE INDOOR FACILITIES COMMERCIAL VENDORS  
FLEA MARKET TABLES $10.00 EACH  

  
FOR RESERVATIONS & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL  

 LARRY @ 618 -466 -0041; e -mail: w9mxc@arrl.net )  
 JIM @ 618 -462 -7184; e -mail: kc9jzw@arrl.ne t  

 

 
COMMERCIAL VENDORS:                                 FREE PARKING  

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE FACILITY     FOOD & REFRESHMENTS 
 

 

LICENSE EXAMS ï ALL CLASSES, ARRL FORMAT 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR TECHNICIAN  EXAMS  

CONTACT RICH MORGAN ( KF9F) @ 618 -466 -2306  
 

 

Lewis & Clark Community College is located approximately  
25 miles north of downtown St. Louis on U.S. Route 67,  

just north of Alton, Illinois.  
 

AREA MAP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
DRIVING DIRECTIONS  

 
Once you are on campus just look for the signs directing you to the  

Lewis & Clark Radio Club Hamfest.  
 

TALK-IN WILL BE ON K9HAM REPEATER 145.23   pl 79.7  
 
 
 

SATURDAY ï APRIL 24, 2010  
LCRC PUBLICATION  

mailto:w9mxc@arrl.net
mailto:kc9jzw@arrl.net
http://k9ham.org/map_zoom_out.jpg
http://www.lc.edu/benjamin-godfrey-campus.aspx


ROGUES GALLERY 
FROM 2008 BUBBA EVENT  

                              
        ANDY, WØPH                                             FRED, N9FDJ    

 

                              
     Mr. Bill, W9BEL                                                  MARK, KC9IJX  

 

                                  
      Bobby, KB9PNP                                                     MARTY, N9PPJ  
 

 
    DAVID, KC9JXQ -SK 
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         ROGUES GALLERY 
                                                               FROM 2008 BUBBA EVENT  

                                                         
        ANDY, WØPH                                            FRED, N9FDJ                                              PAT, KCØZIW  

 

                                                    
     Mr. B ILL , W9BEL                                               MARK, KC9IJX                                 DENNIS, KC9IXO  

 

                                                 
      BOBBY, KB9PNP                                                  MARTY, N9PPJ                               WALLY, WA9BRQ  
 

                                       
    DAVID, KC9JXQ -SK                                             FRANK, K7RMJ  
 


