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ARRL Board Elect s 15th President:  
Kay Craigie, N3KN  

 
   As its first order of business at 

the 2010 Annual Meeting, the 

ARRL Board of Directors elected 
ARRL First Vice President Kay 

Craigie, N3KN, of Blacksburg, 
Virginia, as the organization's 

new President. She will take over 

the reins from outgoing President 
Joel Harrison, W5ZN, at the close 

of the Annual Meeting. In Oct -
ober, Harrison advised the Board 

that he would not seek re -elec-
tion. 

   The elections at the Annual 

Meeting generated a ripple effect 
of vacancies within the ARRL 

hierarchy. The elevation of 
Craigie to the presidency led to 

Vice President Rick Roderick, 

K5UR, being elected First Vice 
President and Midwest Division 

Director Bruce Frahm, KØBJ, 
elected to the Vice President 

position.  This  has  created a va- 

cancy in the Director position in the Midwest Division, so Vice Director Cliff 
Ahrens, KØCA, will take over as Director. Dakota Division Director Jay Bellows, 

KØQB, was elected International Vice President; Dakota Division Vice Director 
Greg Widin, KØGW, will move up to Director in that Division. ARRL Technical 

Relations Manager Brennan Price, N4QX, was elected ARRL Chief Technology 
Officer. He replaces Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, who retired from the staff in 2008 

but retained the officer title through the end o f its two -year term. 

   One of Craigie's first items of business as League President will be to 
appoint new Vice Directors in both the Midwest and Dakota Divisions. 

   "I'm excited about working with the new team of officers to carry out the 
Board's directives here in the US and internationally in cooperation with the 

IARU," she said after the election. "All the way back to the League's founding 

in 1914, Amateur Radio has always existed in a challenging environment. The 
League will continue meeting today's challenges so hams can continue to 

serve the public, explore technology and have fun on the bands."  
   First licensed in 1983, Craigie has been a Volunteer Examiner for more than 

20 years, now working with the New River Valley Amateur Radio Club's team. 
In 1986, she became ARRL Section Manager for Eastern Pennsylvania, moving 

up to  Atlantic  Division  Vice  Director  in 1990.  Six years  later, she became 

(continued on Page 3) 

Kay Craigie, N3KN, was  elected the ARRL's 15th  

President at the League's 2010 Annual Meeting.  
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E.R.C. 
CALENDAR 

 
TWO METER NET ̧ 146.76  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  
 
 

Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
 

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month   
6:30 PM March 4 , 2010 

 

MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday after membership  
meeting :  march  8, 2010 
 
EGYPTIANFEST 2010 
June 13, 2010   
Larry, WA9KJV -Chairman  
Make yo ur plans to attend.  
 
Field day 2010  
June 26 -27, 2010  
Details revealed next month  
 

Send submissions for the 
Podunk hollow news to 

w.l.wise@mindspring.com   
OR 

NEWSLETTERS@W9AIU.ORG  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Post Office Box  562  
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040 
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WALLY½S  wonderings  

 

   Lots of ARRL news this month.  We are indebted to the ARRL website and S. 
Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA, the editor of the ARRL Letter where this story first 

appeared. 
 

   
 

   We thank Christi Walkup, KDØICF, for the excellent pictures of Winterfest 
on pages.  Thank you Miss Christi.  AND in addition to taking the pictures of  

Winterfest; CHRISTI PASSED HER GENERAL CLASS EXAM.  Congratulations 

Darlinô.  Wonder if she will let Pat, KCÏZIW use the radio at all? 
 

 

 

   The article on Page 5 about Phil Gildersleeve, W1CJD, leaves a question in 
my mind.  The Egyptian Radio Club, Incorporated; has always been known as 

the ñOriginal Podunk Hollow Gang.  Now, I am questioning if that is true.  
Does the cartoon reprinted below answer the question?   

 
Artist : ñGilò, W1JCD-SK                                           Property of; Egypti an Radio Club, Inc.  

 
 

  

   The Heil microphones below are (from left) the Heritage, PR-20 in red, PR20 

in white, PR20 in black, PR30, PR35, PR40 and the FIN.  Notice the FIN has 4 
LEDôs inside that light when proper voltage is applied. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Egyptian  Radio Club uses only  
Heil Headsets and Microphones.  

 
 

mailto:w.l.wise@mindspring.comor
file:///C:/Users/Wally/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/NEWSLETTERS@W9AIU.ORG
mailto:k1sfa@arrl.org


Kay Craigie, N3KN  
(continued form Page 1) 

 
Atlantic Division Director; in 2000 she was elected Vice 

President and in 2006 First Vice President of the ARRL. 
She has served on all the standing committees of the 

ARRL Board of Directors and also worked on the 
League's Enforcement Task Force, the committee whose 

pressure finally resulted in the FCC's assigning Riley 

Hollingsworth to clean up the ham bands.  
   Craigie's first assignment as Vice President was to 

design what became the ARRL Education & Technology 
Program. Later, she chaired the National Emergency 

Response Planning Committee, tasked with 

recommendations on the League's readiness at the 
national level to respond to extraordinary disasters. In 

2009, she chaired the ad-hoc committee that produced 
The Commercialization of Amateur Radio: The Rules, 
The Risks, The Issues. This document offers guidelines 
to assist radio amateurs and anyone wishing to utilize 

the capabilities of Amateur Radio in understanding the 

FCC Rules that prohibit communications in which the 
amateur has a pecuniary interest, including 

communications on behalf of an employer..  
   On the air, Craigie enjoys DXing -- that's what 

attracted her to ham radio in the first place -- award-

hunting and contesting. She holds VUCC on 6 meters, 
5BDXCC (endorsed for 12, 17 and 30 meters), the DXCC 

Challenge award, WAZ and WAE Class 1 CW. She enjoys 
digital modes such as RTTY and PSK31, as well as CW 

and phone. She is involved with SKYWARN through the 

National Weather Service Forecast Office in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. 

   Craigie's husband Carter, N3AO, is a retired college 
professor. He has served as a Section Traffic Manager 

and as an ARES®  Emergency Coordinator. He especially 
enjoys QRP and operating outdoors on the Appalachian 

Trail. He is also a SKYWARN volunteer. Their daughter 

Jenny Riffe, KA3WVD, also lives in Virginia with her 
husband and two children. 

   Further details on the 2010 Annual Meeting will soon 
be available on the ARRL Web site and in the April 2010 

issue of QST. 
 
 

Thanks to the American Radio Relay League  
 

These articles are reprinted from the ARRL Letter and 
are available online at ARRL.ORG. 

 

Board Re cognizes Outgoing  
ARRL President  

Joel Harrison, W5ZN  
 

 
ARRL outgoing President Joel Harrison, W5ZN (second from 
right) receives a plaque from the ARRL Board of Directors, 
thanking him for his nearly 30 years of elected volunteer 
service. [Steve Ford, WB8I MY, Photo]  
 

   After more than 27 years of elected volunteer service 

to the ARRL, outgoing ARRL President Joel Harrison, 
W5ZN, has retired. In recognition of his dedication to 

the League over nearly three decades, the ARRL Board 
of Directors bestowed their thanks in the form of an 

engraved plaque. Presented by incoming President Kay 

Craigie, N3KN, on behalf of the Board, the plaque 
recounts Harrison's elected service to the ARRL: 

Arkansas Section Manager, 1983-1988; Delta Division 
Director, 1988-1996; Vice President, 1996-2000; First 

Vice President, 2000-2006, and President, 2006-2010. 
 

 

 
ROY EADES KA9MZJ APPOINTED  

ILLINOIS SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER  
 
   Jim Dunn K9CNP has served with distinction as our 

Section Traffic Manager for many years. Jim has decided 

to enjoy his returement to the fullest and yas regretfully 
asked to be relieved as STM. Roy Eades KA9MZJ has 

agreed to be appointed as STM effective immediately. 
On behalf of the assembled masses, I'd like to thank Jim 

for his service and wish him good DX and much fun and 
relaxation. I also wish Roy good luck and ask that you all 

give him due cooperation. 

 
Tom KA9QPN 
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The ARRL Amateur Auxiliary  
By ARRL News Editor S. Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA 

  
   The Amateur Auxiliary is composed of approximately 

700 ARRL volunteer-appointees known as Official 
Observers (OO). Located across the country, they 

monitor the bands and notify amateurs of technical and 
operating discrepancies as a service to their fellow 

hams. Time and again, the FCC has indicated the 

responsibility to keep our operating standards and 
spectrum in shape rests with the Amateur Service. The 

Amateur Auxiliary program and its OOs are the League's 
answer to this challenge. 

   The OO Program has four main objectives: to foster a 

wider knowledge of and better compliance with the FCC 
rules; to extend the concepts of self -regulation and self-

administration in the Amateur Service; to enhance the 
opportunity for individual amateurs to contribute  to the 

public welfare, and to enable the FCC's Enforcement 
Bureau to efficiently and effectively utilize its limited 

manpower and resources. The role of the Amateur 

Auxiliary is to provide an unbiased forum for technical 
and operational advice and other assistance to amateurs 

who are receptive. The task is not to find fault or lay 
blame. It is to identify cause and effect, many of which 

are not based upon technical, but behavioral or social 

issues, as well as to find ways to achieve solutions to 
promote good amateur operating and engineering 

practice on our bands. 
    

 
ARRL Official Observers (OO) send out postcards to other amateurs to alert them 
to possible equipment factors or operating practices that might have contributed 
to an apparent departure from  a rule or good amateur practice standards. 

 

   Even though you might consider yourself a good 

operator (and don't we all consider ourselves to be good 
operators?), you might receive an OO Notice. If you do 

get one, don't worry! The OO post card is simply a 

friendly note to alert you to possible equipment factors 
or operating practices that might have contributed to an 

apparent departure from a rule or the good amateur 
practice standard. Remember, OOs are friendly helper-

advisors; their mission is to assist those who are 

receptive to being assisted. You do not need to reply to  
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the notice, but you may want to take a few minutes to 

determine what caused the apparent problem and then 
take steps to fix it. Your corrective actions might even 

head off an FCC "pink slip" down the road (which, by the 
way, are not pink!).  

 

 
OOs are encouraged to send out Good Operator Reports to those 
amateurs they hear exhibiting excellent radio signal and/or quality 
operating procedures. 

 
   Keep in mind that OOs are advised to avoid hair-

splitting and to deal only with black -and-white rule 
discrepancies only. For example, an OO should not send 

a notice to someone who forgot to identify his station 

for 10 minutes and 8 seconds! If you feel that the OO 
sent you a notice that  violates the principles of the 

program, send a copy to your Section Manager or to 
Headquarters for evaluation and possible action -- 

quality control is critically important in  a program as 
sensitive as this one. 

To emphasize the positive nature of the Amateur 

Auxiliary Program, OOs will also send out "Good 
Operator Reports" to those operators whose radio 

signals and/or operating practices are consistent with 
the highest standards and are a model for others to 

follow. Every amateur should strive to pattern their 

operating and signals after your example. 
Prospective OOs must pass a comprehensive 

examination based on a set of study materials before 
they can be certified as members of the Amateur 

Auxiliary; they must also be an ARRL member and be 

licensed for at least four years. If you are interested in 
becoming an OO, contact your Section Manager. Now 
you now! 
 

This article originally app eared in the ARRL Letter 
of January 21, 2010.  

 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/org/oo.html
http://www.arrl.org/sections/
mailto:k0bog@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/sections/


Phil "Gil" Gildersleeve, 
W1CJD  

By ARRL News Editor S. Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA 
 

   Longtime readers of QST will certainly remember the 

cartoons of Phil Glidersleeve, W1CJD (ex-1ANE). Known 
affectionately as "Gil," he drew more than 1500 cartoons 

for the ARRL, many of them appearing on the pages of 
QST. 

   Gil started 

cartooning 
for the 

ARRL back 
in June 

1927. His 
characters -

- such as 

Jeeves the 
Butler and 

the gang at 
the Podunk Hollow Radio Club -- became old friends to 

readers of QST. Gil's first Jeeves cartoon was published 

in February 1940: From the other room comes his 
master's voice, saying, "Jeeves, come here and help me 

look for DX!" Jeeves, not really sure what exactly DX is, 
comes on the run with a road map, a telescope, 

binoculars, a lantern, a compass and a butterfly net in 
hand! As a native of the great state of Texas, my 

favorite Jeeves cartoon shows him trying to push a giant 

QSL card (from Texas, of course!) through the door -- 
the card can barely get through. Of course, things are 

bigger in Texas! If you ever tour ARRL Headquarters, 
you can see a large version of this cartoon in the second 

floor hallway. 

   The mythical Podunk Hollow Radio Club depicted the 
idiosyncrasies of a group of radio enthusiasts getting 

together. The cover for the June 1964 issue of QST 
shows the Podunkers -- hundreds of them -- happily 

camped out in a forest setting. In the large tent in the 
rear, several hams are operating their radios. In the 

foreground, several more are chatting up a couple of 

attractive girls in a convertible, little cartoon hearts 
fluttering over one ham's head. And off to the far right, 

the Department of Conservation is beginning to set up 
their blasting apparatus with its accompanying signs of 

"Turn off all two -way radios!" 

   But Gil also 
used his car-

toons to 
teach proper 

on-the-air be-

havior. In 
March 1938, 

he drew an 
eight panel cartoon of a man calling CQ on CW. Each 

panel had the man getting older, where by the seventh 
panel, he was old, bald and with a long beard, spider 

webs all around. The last panel showed a tombstone 

that read "Here lies C. Q. McGall. He died without even 

signing his call." The next month, Gil drew a single panel 
cartoon with a line separating the panel into two parts. 

In the first part, he showed a radio amateur "all worn to 
a frazzle" from handling so much traffic, as well as 

dealing with QRM. The second half showed two 

amateurs handling traffic as a team, "all full of vim and 
vigor." Gil's point was spot-on: "Cooperative operating 

does a better job with greater efficiency all around. 
Instead of harassed, inefficient, overworked operators, 

put key stations on a 6 or 8 hour basis, with relief and 
second operators for efficiency during intensive 

operation." 

   Gil's interests were not limited to ham radio. A native 
of Portland, Connecticut, he began working for the 

Middletown (CT) Press as the Portland correspondent in 
1940, became county editor in 1943 then city editor in 

1945. Sometime later, he was named news editor. His 

cartoons also decorated the Press and various trade 
journals. He served in the volunteer fire company and 

was captain of Fire Company No 2 for nine years, as a 
member of the Portland Board of Education for eight 

years, and as a vestryman in his local church. 
   In 1966, he was 

chairman of Portland's 

125th anniversary cele-
bration. As part of the 

celebration, he drew the 
town seal, depicting a 

number of elements of 

historical Portland. Fore-
most is an old-time oxen 

driver with his team, 
pulling a large brownstone sling; the greater part of 

Portland's 19th century wealth came from the 

brownstone industry. To the left of the oxen is a small 
building like those visible in old pictures of the quarries. 

Its tall chimney is smoking, connoting ind ustry. To the 
right is another such building atop the quarry wall with a 

pulley for lowering things into the quarry.  
Gil passed away on November 

4, 1966. "His work became a 

tradition," wrote former QST 
Managing Editor Laird 

Campbell, W1CUT (SK) in the 
foreword of Gil: A Collection of 
Classic Cartoons from QST. "His 

knack for expressing ideas, 
feelings or situations unique to 

Amateur Radio was, and still is, 
unexcelled. [He] could take a 

rudimentary idea and turn it 
into a final masterpiece through 

the uncanny strokes of his pen. Gil's creations will never 

be forgotten...his conceptions remain alive in the minds 
of both old -timers and newcomers to Amateur Radio 

 
Reprinted from the ARRL  Letter of January 28, 2010 . 
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Gil's QSL card.  

 

http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?item=0364
http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?item=0364
http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?item=0364


WINTERFEST PHOTOS  
Photographer, Christi Walkup, KDØICF 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DID YOU MISS WINTERFEST?  

 

LOOKS LIKE YOU MISSED AN  
INTERESTING HAMFEST  
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DONôT MISS NEXT YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


