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HAMFEST  HASSLES 
   Have you ever been involved with your local radio clubôs annual hamfest?  

This is, for most amateur radio clubs; their only way  to raise money for their 
repeaters and operating expenses.  Hosting a successful hamfest is the 

culmination of a yearlong work by a group of hams who put their ñallò in to 

the organization of the event.  
   The first meetings for Egyptianfest 2009 began im mediately after Egyptian-

fest 2008 closed.  In fact, preparations for Riley Hollingsworthôs being here 
were started in April 2008.  We have been chasing Bob Heil for 3 years to 

present ñIt All Starts with the Microphoneò presentation at our hamfest . 
(conti nued on page 4)  

 

 
 

KC9MCP-SK 
      With much sadness we post the following obituary.  The information came 

to us a bit late and for that we apologize.  Mel was a regular participant on 

our Tuesday VHF and will be greatly missed by the other stations on that net.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Melvin Mathenia  KC9MCP 
GLEN CARBON 

   Melvin Eugene Mathenia, 66, died at 7:33 p.m. Thursday, April 30, 

2009, at Anderson Hospital in Maryville. 
   He was born March 31, 1943, in Blytheville, Ark., the son of the late 

Lawrence and Marie Mathenia. 
Melvin was raised in Cape Girardeau, Mo. He served with the U.S. Army 

and was stationed for a time at the Nike Base in Grafton. He was formerly 

married to the former Vicky (McCoy) Mathenia. The two married on July 
3, 1964, in St. Louis and were the parents of two children.  

   For 20 years, he was employed at McDonnell-Douglas in St. Louis and 
was also employed at Olin Corp. in East Alton, where he retired as a 

machine operator after 15 years of service. Melvin was also a ham 
operator and was widely known by his handle, KC9MCP. 

   He is survived by his fiancee and longtime companion, Judy Bowles, of 

Glen Carbon; his former wife, Vicky Mathenia; a son and daughter-in-law, 
Jason and Jaimie Mathenia of Troy; a daughter and son-in-law, Shari and 

John Ketterman of Dover, Mo.; seven grandchildren; two sisters and two 
brothers. 

   Visitation will be from 11 a.m. until time of funeral services at 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 5, at Crawford Funeral Home in Jerseyville. 
   Burial will be in the Oak Grove Cemetery in Jerseyville, with the 

Jerseyville American Legion Post 492 conducting military graveside rites. 
   Memorials may be given to the Metro East Humane Society in 

Edwardsville. 
Reprinted from the Alton Telegraph 



W9aiu  
activities  
CALENDAR 
 
Two meter net  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  
 
 

Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
 

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month   
6:30 PM july 2 , 2009 

 

MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday after membership  
meeting :  july 6 , 2009 

 

FIELD DAY 2009 
June 27 -28, at Edwardsville 
township park, center grove 
road  
 
EGYPTIANFEST 2009 
June 20, 2010  
DETAILS STILL SECRET AT THIS 
TIME. 
Make your plans to attend.  
 
Send information on your 
planned  amateur radio ev -
ent to the Podunk Hollow 
news at the email address   
 newslet ter@w9aiu.net  

Indicating  that it is for pub -
lication in the PDHN.  
 
 
 

Post Office Box 562,  
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040

WALLY½S  wonderi ngs  

 

   Contrary to popular belief, l ife is not a bowl of cherries.  In fact, it can be a 
major pain in the butt.  As we grow older our bodies start to act differently 

than when we were sixteen.  The problem is the simple fact that we do not 
realize it unt il we are well into our senior citizen years.  When we are young 

we can hardly wait until retirement; when retired  we wish we were back 
working.  That is where I fin d myself today. 

   However, reality has caught up with me.  I have finally accepted the fac t 

that I am retired.  Not only that; but I couldnôt hold a job if one were offered 
because health issues have taken center stage.  A stroke in 1995 and cancer 

in 2000-2001 have forced me to admit to that I am handicapped.  I am now 
wheeling around this hamfest in a motorized wheel chair.  Nice; but humbling.  

  

  
 

   The Egyptian Radio Club is very privileged to have K4ZDH, W. Riley 
Hollingsworth as our guest speaker today.  It is not often that a small hamfest 

such as ours has a former FCC Enforcement Officer in attendance and 

speaking about his tenure at the FCC.  I know we will hear some tales that 
Riley could not tell while employed in that capacity.  

   Bob Heil, K9EID, is a valued member of our club; but this will be the first 
time he has been available to make a presentation at our hamfest.  Bob;ôs 

presentation entitled ñIt All Starts With the Microphoneò is an excellent 
demonstration of how to improve your audio , both transmitted and in receive.  

The main problem with Amateur Radio rigs today is a very  low quality, hand-

held, microphone supplied with the rig.   There are no instructions supplied as 
to how to properly use the mic. 

 
 

    

   This newsletter is part of the benefits of membership in the Egyptian Radio 
Club.  The Podunk Hollow News is a monthly publication published and edited 

by WA9BRQ and is emailed to every member of the club, and many people 
outside our membership.  We have had some excellent editors in the past, 

publishing the newsletter in booklet form, single sheet and as it is now, a 

small double-sided newsletter.  I hope my effo rts measure up to their stan -
dards. 

   I , also, hope you enjoy reading the Podunk Hollow News and find many 
interesting articles for your reading pleasure.  

   Membership in the Egyptian Radio Club is open to all members of the Ama-
teur Radio community.  A Membership Application is on the next to last age 

and we hope a few of you may find the ERC to your liking and will consider 

joining our fine 80 -year old charitable organization. 
 

 

 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club u ses only  
Heil Headsets and Microphones .

 

mailto:newsletter@w9aiu.net


ERC General Membership Meeting  
June 4, 2009 at 6:30 pm.  

submitted by Mike Phillips NØRSP 
 

   Meeting was held at SWIC in Granite City in the 
history room.   
   Meeting was started by Bill Dusenbery, N9OQK, 
with a standing minute of silence for the silent 
keys.  
   Glen Hommert (NE9R) a few minutes to talk 
about the 10-10 net protocol of checking in.  When 
we check in we are supposed to give your call sign 
and your 10-10 numbers and your ERC number. He 
announced that the 10 -10 numbers were up in the 
77,000. Make the check-in short. When you are 
called down the list, then you can give the 10 -10 
number and call any other person you want to 
exchange the numbers with.  After all the check -ins 
have been called, then the net is open for general 
discussion.  To keep the check-ins short more pe-
ople can check in.  
   Interference problem was discussed.  
   Secretary report was approved as printed in the 
newsletter. Seconded and approved.  
   Treasurerôs report given for current approx. 
totals.  Anyone wishing to see the books, they can 
get in touch with the Secretary/treasurer.  
   Marty Schultz N9PPJ, gave a report on the 
rpeaters. Discussed the 146.790 repeater.  A 220 
repeater has been offered to the club to be used.  
We have an authorized pair of frequencies and the 
repeater is offered to be used. The offer will be 
looked into.  
   The van report was given by Jack (KC9KY).  The 
arrangements for getting the van repaired was 
discussed with Bill Schmidt (WA9JCO).  Time is 
what is needed for Bill to be able to do the work on 
the van.  
   Hamfest was discussed.  Frank gave a status of 
the hamfest to date.  We need volunteers to show 
up on Sat 6/13 in the afternoon around 1 to help 
set up the tables and help the vendors unload and 
set up inside the building.  Tables will be lined up 
around the walls in the commons area.  The chairs 
will be set up for audience seating for the speakers 
(Riley Hollingsworth and Bob Heil). Tables will be 
set up in the halls like we did last year.  Free  tables 
are being offered to the various clubs so they can 
promote their clubs and activities.  Talk in will be 
handled by Marty (N9PPJ).  Volunteers needed to 
set up and take down the signs on the roads  
directing participants to the fest. A table chair is

 
needed to direct the different people to their 
tables.  
   Alan Howard, KB9ZVL,is the parking lot chair.  A 
volunteer is needed for the food and drink sales.  
   The people need to be given a sticker when they 
pay to show that they have paid for their ta ilgate 
spot.  Testing will be conducted at the hamfest by 
the group that does the testing in Highland, IL.  
   Mike Phillips (N0RSP) and Frank will go and pick 
up the refreshments for sale either on Sat. or 
Friday prior to the fest.  Soda and water can be 
sold from an outside location for the tailgaters.  
Mike Phillips will make up the food signs.  
   The vendors will show up starting at around 6:00 
am, so we need someone here to let them in to set 
up at that time.  Mike Wallace (WA9MW) requested 
a pack of tickets to take to the Free Wheelers on 
the 13th to sell.  Mike also volunteered to work the 
food table and do whatever we need.  146.550 will 
be used for our internal communications.  Bring 
your HT.   
   Field day will be held at the Edwardsville 
Township Park on Centergrove Road.  (This is the 
park with the Jet airplane at the entrance).  We will 
have a pavilion close to the facilities.  
   We have generators, equipment and computers 
to be used for the field day activities.  There are 
radios, antennas and masts.  There will be food, 
come out and enjoy the fun.  We have been at the 
park in the past and the location was a success.  
   A special events station will be done in November 
to celebrate the clubs 80th birthday , and the Gill 
club Podunk Hollow cartoon will be a part of the 
QSL card.  
   There was a 7 way tie for correct answers to the 
Trivia contest.  The winner was the person who 
guessed the correct number of closest to a 
number.  Mike Wallace (WA9MW) guessed the 
number closest, to the chosen number 10.  
   The meeting after the meeting will no longer be 
held at the Flying J, it will be at Dennyôs on 111. in 
Pontoon Beach, Il. 
   Motion to adjourn was given and seconded. 
Meeting ended at 7:32. 

                          



HAMFEST HASSLES 
CONTINUED FR OM PG 1

 
 
 

   The ERC apologizes for the disarray at the 
college this year.  SouthWestern Illinois College is 
undergoing a remodeling and renovation that will 
modernize their facilities and help better conduct 
classes.  (If you think it is bad today, thin k of what 
the students are having to tolerate .) 
   The Illinois State Board of Health has cracked 
down on the selling and preparation of food at 
events such as hamfests and fund raisers open to 
the general public.  All foods must be prepared by 
those with licenses to do so and in facilities that 
have passed Board of Health inspection.  With the 
college in renovation, the kitchen is also part of 
that renovation, and as such, is not certified for 
food preparation.  Therefore, our normal hotdogs 
and bratwursts are not available.  We hope the 
alternate menu we have prepared today will satisfy 
the hunger of our hamfest guests.    The ERC 
humbly apologizes for the last minute changes.

 

 
   This is what the room looked like yesterday 
afternoon.  Look around today.  Kind of crowded, 
isnôt it?  Hosting a hamfest, large or small, takes a 
lot of preparation and hard work  as evidenced by 
the number of folks here today.  N ow, head for the 
food and drinks.. 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club is indebted to SouthWestern Illinois College for allowing us use of their facilities. 

 
 

 



When the Federal Government Stepped In  
Though the FCC Was Created in 1934, Roots of Radio Regulation Go Deeper  

 

by James E . OôNeal 
 

The Federal Communications Commission was created on June 19, 1934, and thus marks its 75th anniversary this month. A recent 
article in Radio World discussed whether the FCC is still relevant. Here, we look back to its roots.

 

   In the beginnin g, there was a ponderous cacophony 

and great confusion.  

   Radio, basically in the form of broadband brute force 
spark transmissions, had been around since the turn of 

the 20th century. Some businesses made use of radio 
for dispatching ships and reporting meteorological 

conditions, others engaged in the transmission of 

personal and commercial messages for profit; but the 
simple truth was that anyone could build and operate a 

wireless station.  
   The U.S. Navy was one of the early adopters of radio 

communications; it frequently endured perfectly legal 
interference from amateur pranksters.  

   Stations could operate with as much power as they 

wished and for as long as they wanted. Call signs, if 
they were used, were self-assigned. In some cases, the 

identical call signs were used by multiple parties in 
various parts of the country.  

 

Order out of chaos  
   By the early 1910s, radio looked as if it were here to 

stay, and the United States and other governments had 
begun to step in to police an increasingly disorganized, 

sometimes dangerous situation.  

   A first stab at regulation in the United States came 
with the Wireless Ship Act of 1910, in which control of 

the airwaves was assigned to the secretary of the 
Department of Commerce. (ñé the Secretary of 

Commerce and Labor shall make such regulations as 
may be necessary to secure the proper execution of this 

Act by collectors of customs and other officers of the 

Government.ò). It was limited in scope and essentially 
just mandated the carriage of radio gear for la rger 

passenger ships. 
 

Baby steps  

   Two years later saw the passage of the Radio Act of 
1912. This legislation was much broader in scope, and 

though it failed to bridle the ñwild westò nature of radio 
operations, it can be viewed as the foundation of the 

modern Federal Communications Commission. 
   The act had some of its roots in the Berlin Convention, 

an international radio accord reached in 1906. The 1912 

legislation for the first time defined allowable 
wavelengths and purity of transmitter emissions, f orbade 

the use of ñunnecessaryò power, established ñSOSò as a 
standard distress call, proscribed the divulging of 

contents of transmitted messages, established the use of 

government issued call letters, required the licensing of 
stations and operators and established penalties for 

violations of the law . 

 

 
Rear Admiral W.H.G. Bullard, f irst chairman of the Federal 
Radio Commission. óThere are no czars, as some newspapers 
like to suggest; we are all equals ð the commission and the 
public,ô he said.                                                   Credit: FCC photo  

 

 
Early government regulators were responsible for inspecting 
broadcast transmitters like this.  Most were homebrewed and 
one of a kind.  This unit served as the min transmitter for 
Washington radio  station WDM between 1921 and 1924.  One 
of the FCCôs early achievements was type acceptance of 
broadcast transmitters.  

   It also covered distress operations and protection of 

government communications from interference.   



   While the act essentially confined radio transmissions 

to a portion of the spectrum now defined as the AM 
broadcast band, it did not address broadcast operations. 

Further, due to its legal language, it was, by and large, 
unenforceable.   

   Following the outbreak of war in Europe in 1914, and 

especially after the United States entered the conflict, 
little was done to correct flaws in the 1912 legislation.  

   One effect of the ñGreat Warò was a ban by the 
federal government of all commercial and amateur radio 

activities beginning on April 7, 1917. Most stations were 
shut down and dismantled or pressed into government 

service. It became illegal for a private citizen to even 

possess an operational transmitter or receiver.  
   This monopolizing of the U.S. airwaves continued until 

1919 and the return of U.S. soldiers from the European 
front.  

 

Broadcasting takes off  
   The importance of radio in wartime operations did not 

go unrecognized.  
   It was not long after the end of hostilities that the idea 

of ñbroadcastingò as we know it became fairly 
widespread. Certainly there had been experimentation 

by a number of individuals before the war, but this was 

viewed as little more than a hobby by most.  
   One returning amateur, Frank Conrad, began to ramp 

up his experiments in transmitting to a g eneral 
audience. This led to interest by his employer, 

Westinghouse, in creating a full-fledged radio station, 

KDKA, in 1921.  
   The nation ð and the world ð were ready for radio to 

enter homes in the early 1920s, and the chaotic 
situation that existed earlier now played out again. 

Stations sparred for dominance of a certain frequency. 

Frequency control was minimal; most transmitters were 
little more than modulated power oscillators, where even 

the changing capacitance of an antenna blowing in the 
wind would shift frequency. Hours of operation and 

power limits were subject to the whims of station 
owners (many of these were amateurs who were 

broadcasting ñjust for funò).  

   In the year following the meteoric rise of civilian 
broadcasting, Herbert Hoover called the first of several 

special national conferences about radio. He was 
secretary of the Department of Commerce and was 

trying to deal with the somewhat suicidal success of this 

new entertainment medium.  
   Little good resulted from these meetings, aside from 

the addition of a second wavelength (400 meters or 750 
kHz) to the existing single channel set aside for 

broadcasting (360 meters, or 833 kHz). Power was 
capped at 1 kW and the use of radio for advertising was 

frowned upon.   

   Hoover however was outspoken against the prospect 
of using radio to advertise:  

   ñI believe that the quickest way to kill broadcasting 
would be to use it for direct advertising,ò Hoover 

declared in 1924 at the third of the conferences, 

according to Robert L. Hilliard in his book ñThe Federal 

Communications Commission ð A Primer.ò 
   Despite a succession of four conferences aimed at 

untangling the airwaves mess in the early and mid -
1920s, stations kept proliferating and interfering with 

each other.  

   Increasing the number of  channels and 
encouragement of time-sharing did little to ease the 

whistles and beats as transmitters vied for supremacy of 
the ether. Time-sharing also meant that each station 

owner could use his or her facility for only a portion of 
the day, in some cases no more than a couple of hours.  

   Hoover, to his credit, tried valiantly to sort things out. 

But the 1912 legislation did not recognize the concept of 
broadcasting; and courts were full of cases that more or 

less successfully sidestepped any teeth in the law. 
 

Dill -White  

  The sense of the times is apparent in a comment by 
Nevada Senator Key Pittman in the Congressional 

Record: 
    ñI do not think sir, that in the 14 years I have been 

here there has ever been a question before the Senate 
that in the very  nature of the thing Senators can know 

so little about as this subject.ò 

 

 
Eugene O. Sykes, a Democrat, was the first Federal 
Communications chairman, assuming office on July 11, 1934. 
He remained with the FCC until 1939.  Credit:                          
FCC photo  



   Before the Fifth Estate could be done in by its own 

meteoric rise, President Calvin Coolidge in 1926 stepped 
in and asked Congress to enact legislation to deal with 

the situation.  
   This led to the passage of the Dill-White Radio Act of 

1927, which among other things created a special five -

member commission to deal with growing pains of this 
radio infant. The unit was known as the Federal Radio 

Commission; it was the direct precursor of todayôs FCC. 
   One of the provisions of the legislation was the 

division of the country into five ñradio districts,ò with a 
commissioner appointed to represent each. The 1927 act 

also provided sufficient regulatory ñtoothò to fight 

abuses perpetrated by the spate of broadcasters hitting 
the airwaves.  

   The first chairman was Rear Admiral W.H.G. Bullard, 
who was in charge of stations in the ñsecond zone,ò 

which encompassed Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 

Virginia, Ohio, Michigan and Kentucky.  
   He assumed office with a simple ñopen doorò 

philosophy: ñThe only motto we have is the doormat 
welcome, and there are no czars, as some newspapers 

like to suggest; we are all equals ð the commission and 
the public ð striving to solve many different problems 

and propitiate the ire of perhaps some disgruntled 

ones,ò he wrote in a report to Congress. Bullard died in 
November of 1927. 

   One of the first actions of the FRC was to silence some 
150 of the nationôs more than 700 stations. Additional 

broadcasting channels were opened up and non-

broadcast traffic was migrated outs ide the 550 to 1500 
kHz band. 

   Still that was not enough.  
   One of the new commissioners, Henry A. Bellows, in 

an address to the League of Women Voters remarked on 

the terrible congestion that broadcasters were enduring.  
   ñA broadcasting station is in many ways akin to a 

newspaper, but with this fundamental difference: There 
is no arbitrary limit to the number of different 

newspapers which may be published, whereas there is a 
definite limit, and a very low one, to the number of 

broadcasting stations which can operate simultaneously 

within the entire length and breath of our country.  
   ñThis limit has not only been reached; it has been far 

overpassed; the demand from every section of the 
country is to cut down the number of broadcasting 

stations in the interests of the listening public.ò 

   Another FRC action was the establishment of metrics 
necessary for a broadcaster to hold a license. Among 

those were requirements that a station must serve the 
public interest, convenience and necessity, which carry 

forth to this day.  
 

It should only take a year  

   The 1927 Radio Act empowered the FRC only for one 
year; however, the commissionôs tasks were so daunting 

that Congress annually renewed the FRCôs licensing 
authority on a continuing basis. The problems it f aced in 

regulation of the countryôs growing communications 

systems showed no signs of going away, and a fresh 

Band-Aid each year was not really a solution.  
   It was in 1934, during Franklin Rooseveltôs first term 

as president, that a more permanent organ ization was 
created, the Federal Communications Commission. 

   The ñNew Dealò politics of the Roosevelt 

administration were not the driving force in this shift 
from a temporary radio regulatory body to a permanent 

commission.  
   In addition to the radio b oom, the decade of the 

1920s also saw the coming of television and other forms 
of telecommunication not covered by the 1927 Radio 

Act.  

   Further, the regulation of the countryôs telegraph and 
telephone services could be described as a crazy quilt at 

best. The Interstate Commerce Commission claimed 
jurisdiction over a portion of these systems, as did the 

Department of State and the U.S. Post Office. 

Communications within the United States were 
burgeoning; it was time for a new consolidated 

regulatory body and a reworking of existing statutes.  
   The present-day Federal Communications Commission, 

created by the Communications Act of 1934, opened its 
doors for business on July 11 of that year. Seven 

commissioners were selected to lead the organization, 

with Mississippi Democrat Eugene O. Sykes named 
chairman. This number was later reduced to the 

present-day five. Previous regulatory efforts were placed 
squarely in the hands of this new organization and the 

FRC ceased to exist. 

   Since its inception, the FCC has added aircraft, cable, 
satellite, business and citizenôs radio and other wired 

and wireless communications services to the FRCôs 
authority over marine, military, amateur radio and 

commercial broadcasting. 

   During the next several decades, the new organization 
had a full plate. Among its memorable decisions are the 

creation of superpower broadcasting, with an 
experimental 500,000 watt license issued to Cincinnatiôs 

WLW; two extensions of the AM broadcast band; a 
reshuffling in 1941 of virtually all AM broadcasting 

frequencies; establishment of the 6 MHz television 

channels; creation of spectrum space for both FM and 
television broadcasting; the setting of standards for TV 

transmissions; commercialization of both television and 
FM broadcasting; the shift of the FM band from its 

original 42ï50 MHz slot to the present 88ï108 MHz 

spectrum; a complete reworking of television 
broadcasting allocations between 1948 and 1952; 

creation of additional television channels; later 
reductions in the number of TV channels; approval of 

the non-backwardly compatible CBS 405-line color 
standard in 1950; approval of the compatible ñNTSCò 

color television broadcasting system in 1953; and 

approval of the present-day FM stereo system in 1961. 
 
James OôNeal is technology editor for TV Technology 
and a frequent Radio World contributor. He thanks John 
Reiser for his assistance in reviewing this material. 



The article on the FCC appears in the June 3, 2009 
edition of Radio World as a part of their ROOTS OF 
RADIO  series and in this edition of the Podunk Hollow 
News courtesy of Paul McLane, Editor-in-Chief of 

 
Thanks to James E OòNeal for his research on the FCC. 
Thanks to the Smithsonian Institution for the picture of 
the WDM Transmitter. 
Thanks to the FCC for the use of their excellent photos.  
 

Radio World is available online at www:radioworld.com 
 
 
 
 

ANTENNA SUPPORT BASE  
FOR PORTABLE OPERATIONS  

 

Tod A. West Sr. KB9AIL OES Il 

 
   Often at odds end in coming up with a practical 

Temporary Support  for a portable antenna at either a 
Public Service or an ARES Assignment many things have 

been tried, often found wanting either due to ease of 
transport or availability at the site.  

   A Patio Umbrella Base has been used several times 

and ñon-siteò observations have proven its practical 
availability. Most of these weigh about 25 pounds, will 

hold an inch and a quarter mast, and are designed to 
withstand bad weather.  If additional weight is needed a 

couple sand bags or concrete blocks can be added.  I 

have supported a multi-band ñJ-Poleò at 20 ft. in several 
Skywarn situations with no weight added.  

   This same Base could be set up to support an NVIS 75 
meter antenna, if the top mast section has provisions for 

parachute cord guy wires.  Setting these up 33' apart on 

a square with 30' of mast usin g large Philips screw-
drivers for anchors (which would make minimum holes 

in an asphalt parking lot) or if it were to be a longer 
deployment, screw in dog anchors.  Placing the J-Pole at 

the corner where the feedline for the NVIS is would give 
almost all band operation with minimum impact on the 

location. 

   Note; a 75 meter NVIS antenna will load multiple HF 
Bands with a Tuner. 

   Give it a try.  
 

Editorôs Note:  Get permission before punching any holes 

in a public or private asphalt parking lot.  We want t o 
leave the site as clean as when we arrived. 

 

 

REPEATERISMS 
 

Submitted by Marty Schultz, N9PPJ 
 

1 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism number one.  
Keep thou thine transmissions short, emergencies wait not for 
the monologue to be finished.  
 

2 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism two,  think thou 
before thou transmittist; if thou canôst think of anything worth 
saying, shut thou up.  
 

3 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism three: Pause 
thou a couple of seconds between thine exchanges, someone 
with a high priority need for the repeater may want to break in 
on thou. 
 

4 . Was used only on the original repeater.  
 

5 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism five:  Be thou 
courteous, a repeater is like unto a telephone party line, it 
requires the same kind of cooperation to exist.  
 

6 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism six:  Use thou 
simplex wherever possible, leave the repeaters available for 
those who need them. 
 

7.  Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism seven:  Use thou 
the minimum power necessary to maintain communications.  
Not only is this an FCC requirement but it is also like unto 
common courtesy. 
 

8 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism eight: Support 
thou thine local repeater club, even if it doesnôt require all 
users to be members.  Maintaining a good machine is an 
expensive undertaking.  Thou should do thine share. 
 

9 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism nine:  Break 

thou into a contact only when thee has something to add.  
Interrupting is not nice.  
 

10.  Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeateism ten:  Blessed 
are the repeater users who do a lot of listening and little 
transmitting.  
 

11 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism eleven:  Be 
thou mindful that what thee say over a repeater may be heard  
over thousands of square cubits.  Anyone with an inexpensive 
public service band receiver can monitor.  These people are 
potential hams.  If they like what they hear over the air they 
will want to get licenses and come unto us.  
 

12 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism twelve:  
Express but one thought per transmission.  Two or more 

thoughts per transmission are like unto an abomination.  
 

13 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism thirteen:  
When thou accesseth a repeater state thou thine inten tions; 
such as CQ, road directions, an emergency, or phone call or 
what have thou.  
 

14 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism fourteen:  
When testing say thou so and keep thine tests as short as 
possible. 
 

15 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeater ism fifteen: Identify 
thou thine station when thou accesseth and when thou leaveth 
a repeater and also like unto ten minute intervals  
 

16 . Of the 15 repeaterisms, this is repeaterism sixteen:  
Certain words there are among us that are proscribed from use 
on polite radio by reason of being too bawdy, lewd and or 
lascivious according to the Communications Act of 1934 as 
subsequently amended.  I have in my hand a complete list of 
those dirty words .  I will now read the entire list so that you 
will know what t he words are and will never use them.  
FEMALE VOICE;  Oh no you donôt.



Bubbaôs Antenner Kontest - Part 2  
All photos by Anne Shears 

 

 
Beautiful Pleasant Ridge Park. 

 

 
Where there are hams, there is FOOD.       Chef KC9IXO

 
Dennis is checking SWR.  2.1 for Rabbit Ears?  Not bad. 

 

 

 
Testing the fabulous WA9BRQ TV Rabbit Ears. 

 

 
A close-up view of the winning entry by K7RMJ, Frank 

Shears, and KCØZIW, Pat Walkup.  The antenna is a real 

beverage antenna.  (What do you think came in all those 
aluminum cans?  Beverage, of course.) 

 
 

 
 


