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Christmas Party great success 
 

   The Egyptian Radio Club held their 2007 

Christmas Party at the Ponderosa Restaurant in 

Collinsville on December 6.  We had a room 
reserved for 50 people and we packed the room 

to the walls.  Ponderosa did not offer a special 
menu, rather allowed us to order from their 

steak menu or choose from the food bar.  The 

desserts were especially good. 
 

   We are indebted to Marcia Wilson, KC9KTS, 
for these photos. 

  

 
 

 
 
Additional photos on page 2. 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
   It would be redundant to say that a good time 

was had by all.  The club members using the 

146.79 repeater are known as ñfoodiesò because 
we talk about food all the time.  So, it goes 

without saying that we consumed all we could 
eat and will be ready to do it again next year. 

 
   Marsha, are you ready to plan more events 

like the Christmas Party of 2007? 

 

 



 

A WORD OR THREE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, N9OQK 
 

 

Members and friends of W9AIU 
 
   We are entering a new year with more opportunities and greater participation than 
we have seen in many years.  Over the past 12 months we have updated our by-laws, 
acquired a communications van, acquired new repeater sites, and had a positive 
membership growth.  I wish to thank each of you for your participation in the growth. 
In an era when so many of our peers are struggling to keep from closing down and 
going away you have helped to give the Egyptian Radio Club a new lease on life.  The 
attendance at our recent Christmas party is just one example of that change.  It has 
been too long since we had gathered in such a way.  Our Thursday night ñafter meeting 
social hourò at the Flying J is also an indication of a new energy that is very 
encouraging.  I want to thank all the members who participated in meeting, hamfest, 
Field Day, repeater maintenance, and comm. van prep for making 2007 one of the best 
years we have seen for some time. 
 
   The year 2008 will see us on the road with our comm. van, and 146.76 should soon 
be at its new home.  It is my hope that we can generate interest in amateur radio and 
the ERC with the increased visibility that both of these and other upcoming changes will 
provide. With this however, comes more responsibility to maintain a positive image for 
our organization.  Over the past few months I have been receiving numerous 
complaints about way both members and non-members have been pushing the 
envelope with some of the topics of discussion on our repeaters.  We maintain this 
equipment as a service to our members, the amateur community, and the emergency 
management community in the metro St. Louis Area.  The activities on, and the 
operating practices of the members and guests on our repeaters is the face of the 
Egyptian Radio Club for many way beyond the St. Louis metropolitan area.  With this in 
mind I ask that each of us remember that we hold these resources in trust for the 
greater amateur community and those who will be following behind us.  Letôs do 
everything we can to represent our club and our hobby in a positive light. 
 
   As in any organization that is alive and active there is growth and change.  The 
recent changes to our by-laws brought us in line with requirements for non-profit 
organizations that wish to apply for tax free status.  In light of these changes we expect 
to submit our application for tax free status to the IRS in the near future.  There may 
yet be other changes we need to make, your board and I encourage you to make every 
effort to attend our Thursday night meetings as we address issues that will affect us all. 
We have an invigorated core membership and we need everyoneôs input as we move 
forward.  Remember if you are not there when we plan the trip it will be to late when 
you find you do not like the destination after we arrive. 
 
 

SPREAD THE WORD, THE EGYPTIAN RADIO CLUB IS THE PLACE TO BE.



2008 CLUB DUES 
 

  The annual dues to the Egyptian Radio Club 

are $36.00 per year.  This breaks down to $3.00 

per month and are payable on an annual basis 
or on a quarterly basis.  The quarterly payment 

plan is new to the ERC and is intended to help 
those who find it difficult to come up with the 

full $36.00 right after the Christmas season. 
   New members joining the club midyear are 

asked to pay prorated dues for the remaining 

part of the year so that all monies are due and 
payable at the beginning of the year.  Further, 

the By-Laws allow for those paying on the 
annual plan to have until 1 March before being 

considered delinquent.    

   Everyone knows our annual expenses have 
just been increased by the acquisition of the 

Communications Van. We will have liability auto 
insurance on that van and we are gathering 

quotes for insurance on the club owned radio 
equipment; i.e. repeaters, coax and antennas.  

We know these items will not be cheap; just 

check your own auto insurance policy.  Our 
present liability insurance on people being 

injured at a club function or by club owned 
equipment causing damage at a repeater site is 

costing over $300 each year and we canôt get a 
repeater site without it. 
   The club owned equipment will be insured for 

the first time in 2008.  Bill Bell, W9BEL; Marty 
Schultz, N9PPJ; Nolan Zobrist, KA9VKC; and Lou 

Cassady, AA9RT have completed an inventory of 

our owned equipment.  That list will be sub-
mitted to the insurance company in January. 

   Legally, we cannot drive the Communications 
Van without it being insured against liability.  

We are not insuring the van itself; we are 
buying insurance to cover any damage caused 

to other property by our van.  The van is titled 

and licensed to the Egyptian Radio Club and will 
have W9AIU on the license plates.  Not too 

many amateur radio clubs in the U.S. can claim 
the distinction of owning a Communications Van 

carrying the club call on the license plates. 

   We are taking a giant step into the future of 
the Egyptian Radio Club, Inc.  Please remit your 

dues as quickly as possible so we can meet 
these insurance deadlines without cleaning out 

our checking account. 
   On behalf of the entire membership of the 

Egyptian Radio Club, I, your Secretary-Treasurer 

thank you. 

 

Why the Egyptian 
radio club will 

grow! 
 

      The Egyptian Radio Club has been around 
since 1929.  My calculator says that it is 78 

years old.  How many clubs do you know that 

have existed for 78 years?  Not too many, I 
imagine.  Now, the big question.  Why do you 

believe the ERC has been in existence for 78 
years? 

   You know I am going to give you my opinion 

on that, donôt you?  First, we take the hobby of 
ham radio; that is what drew everyone together 

back in ô29.  What held them together was 
friendship or comradeship.  The same reason I 

believe the club will continue to exist; friendship 

and the hobby itself. 
    Why did you become a ham?  Think back, 

you had grand ideas about talking to the world 
and possibly providing emergency communica-

tions.  Those reasons are still valid reasons for 
becoming a ham.  Not only is the world still 

there; but other hams on the other side of this 

world are waiting to talk to you. 
   Emergency communicating is still waiting for 

hams to become trained and ready to participate 
when the event happens.  Curtis Williams, 

W5DTR is conducting ARECC nets on 145.290 

each Wednesday at 7:30PM.  He is on the Level 
1 program as I write this.  The PL on 145.29 is 

123.0.  If you really want to be available for 
emergency, join in with Curtis and the crowd 

and get trained in the Amateur Radio Em-
ergency Communications Course. 

 
 

Join us and share in the fun of HAM RADIO. 



UPDATE 

 

   The Egyptian Radio Club is doing the final 
paperwork for 501(c)(3) status.  Bill Dusenbery, 

N9OQK; Bill Bell W9BEL; and Wally Wise, 
WA9BRQ met at the home of N9OQK to work on 

the paperwork for this project Saturday 
morning.  Wally had all the paperwork with the 

necessary figures; but had not compiled them 

into proper order, so W9BEL took the Treasur-
erôs books home to make sense of them and 

submit the proper figures to the Infernal Rev-
enue Service.  I know, I know, the proper name 

is Internal Revenue Service.  The papers should 

be filed before the end of 2007. 
   Further, we are considering a few minor 

changes to the By-Laws that may favor our 
Senior Citizens.  We are proposing a new rate 

for our older members that may relieve them of 

the money crunch.  A new annual rate for those 
over age 65 will be voted on during the first 

quarter of 2008.  This will allow our senior mem-
bers  to have  full rights of membership f or only 

$24.00 per year. 
   The  officers and  board members understand  

 
 

 

 
how tight money is with all the extra expense of 

gasoline and groceries.  The increase in January 
of 2007 was necessary to get us over the club 

money crunch and now wish to lessen the 
burden on our senior citizen members.  Those 

members over the age of 65 may wish to wait 

until the new proposals are voted on in early 
2008 before paying their club dues.  In addition, 

we are proposing an associate membership for 
spouses of members, and children under 21, 

who live at home may become members of the 

club.  These will be non-voting memberships. 
   That is not to say that we are rolling in dough; 

but we can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel.  With a few new members added to our 

rolls; we can become a solid Amateur Radio Club 
with a bank balance that will carry us through 

the low spots.  Some of you will remember the 

old days when this club had a Certificate of 
Deposit to be envied.  Those days are gone.  In 

2004; our bank balance dropped below one 
thousand dollars and we lost money on the 

hamfest that year. 

  

 

ATTENTION 
 

The Tuesday night VHF net  
will be moved 

from 7:00PM to 8:00PM  
effective 1 January 2008. 

 
 
 

Use the application on the next page to recruit a new member. 



 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

 
Your Full Name_______________________________________Your Call____________ 
 
Your Address________________________________________License Class_________ 
 
City__________________________________State_________________Zip__________ 
 
Your Home phone___________________________Date of Birth______/______/______ 
 
Your email address_________________________@_____________________________ 
 
Are you a member of the ARRL?________ARES?__________MARS?________________ 
                                                                                                   If so, give call 
Class of membership desired:      Full       Associate      Senior       (circle one) 

 
I hereby apply for membership in the Egyptian Radio Club, Inc. and agree to accept 

and follow its By-Laws.  Further, I agree to operate my Amateur Radio Station in 
accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the Federal Communications Commission 

Part 97, of the United States of America. 
 

Signature of applicant_____________________________________________________ 
 

 
EGYPTIAN RADIO CLUB DUES STRUCTURE  

 
$3.00 per month 

Payable annually at $36.00 per year 
or quarterly at $9.00 per quarter, in January, April, July, and October. 

 
I am enclosing $__________ for my first year dues. 

 

 
Sponsoring Member_______________________ ______________________  
 

Secretary_________________________Dated____/____/__ __  
 

 


